AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.1

SARASOTA MANATEE AIRPORT AUTHORITY
MARCH 25, 2024, MEETING
STAFF NARRATIVE

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL: B-240002. B-240004
GROUND BOARDING EQUIPMENT FOR GBF

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Staff requests authorization from the Board to approve a contract award for
new Ground Boarding Equipment for the new Ground Boarding Facility. Included in this purchase
are Aircraft ADA Passenger Ramps and new state of the art Electric Combination PCA/GPU units
needed for each new gate.

NARRARATIVE: Allegiant Airlines has committed to lease all five gates at the new Ground Boarding
Facility. As part of the agreement with Allegiant the airport is required to secure ground boarding
and ground power equipment in consultation with Allegiant to ensure compatibility. The
Purchasing Department is requesting Board Authorization to allow the President and Chief Executive
Officer to execute the contracts for Ground Boarding Equipment. Staff assembled proposal
packages for each type of equipment which will meet the needed specification requirements of
our current Airlines.

In accordance with Authority policy, a Request for Bids B-240002 Aircraft ADA Ramps and B-240004
PCA/GPU Equipment were publicly noticed through the Bradenton Herald and Sarasota Herald
Tribune. The Proposals were distributed on February 09, 2024, through Onvia/DemandStar. Bid
packages were received on February 29, 2024, and reviewed by Operations, Airlines, and
Purchasing to ensure they meet the needed specifications for aircraft being serviced at these new
gates.

Staff is requesting to award the Aircraft ADA Ramps to Timberline GSE Inc., as the most responsive,
responsible bidder, meeting all specification requirements. The total cost for the six (6) units is
$529,725.00.

Staffis also requesting fo award the Combination PCA/GPU Equipment to ITW GSE Inc. as the most
responsive, responsible bidder, meeting all specification requirements. The total cost of the six (6)
units is $927,660.00. As Airports and Airlines move away from diesel powered equipment, these
new portable electric combination units are more cost effective and environmentally friendly to
operate.

The Authority has also applied to the FAA and FDOT for additional grant funding for this equipment
as part of the GBF project.

RECOMMENDATION: It is hereby recommended that the Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority Board
authorize the President and Chief Executive Officer to execute the contract awards for Ground
Boarding Equipment for a total of $1,457,385, and request authorization for the President and Chief
Executive Officer to execute the contracts and prepare any and all documents necessary to
implement this action.




